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1. ACCESS TO SIS II
In 2022 there were a total of 12,733,815,938 accesses to SIS II by Member States1. 

This represented an increase of 82% compared to 2021. Comparing to 2019 pre-COVID-19 levels, 
accesses increased by 91%.

A breakdown of accesses per Member State is provided in the table in Figure 1.

Figure 1: Breakdown of 2022 SIS II access per Member State

Two types of accesses are possible:

Searches (queries) made against the central SIS II or a national copy of the SIS  II, regardless of 
whether or not there was a hit. Member States without a national copy, and therefore searching 
only the central SIS II are Denmark, Finland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Slovenia. In addition 
to that, in 2022 there were 15 Member States (Austria, Belgium, Croatia, Czechia, Greece, 
Hungary, Iceland, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Sweden, 
and Switzerland) which partially used the central SIS II for alphanumeric searches. This data is 
reported by Member States on a yearly basis.
In 2022, there were 12,714,610,758 searches performed by the Member States.

1 Europol and Eurojust within their respective mandates, are allowed to search data in SIS II. Europol reported having used the system 
in 2022. However, access to SIS II by EU Agencies is not included in the scope of this document, as it only covers access by Member 
States.
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Operations performed in order to create and manage alerts - update, deletion or change of 
expiry date. This data is retrieved from the central SIS II.
In 2022, there were over 19 million operations in terms of alert management, increasing of over 3 
million compared to 2021. However, the number of operations is still far from the pre-COVID-19 
levels, when over 26 million were performed in 2018 and over 28 million in 2019.

Since March 2018, in addition to alphanumeric searches, it is possible to perform AFIS searches against 
the central SIS II. These searches are performed only against the central system, and allow a person to be 
identified based on fingerprints stored in SIS II. 

In 2022, AFIS searches were regularly performed by 28 Member States, whereas Poland and Estonia did not 
perform any AFIS searches. 

In absolute terms, the Member State accessing SIS II the most in 2022 was the Netherlands (with almost 
27% of the total access to the system) as in 2021; followed by Belgium (23%) France (9%) and Spain (8%).

Figure 2 shows the trend in searches performed by Member States in SIS II in the last 7 years. In the first 4 
years reported, the increase was steady. In 2020, the sharp drop caused by the COVID-19 crisis stands out. 
On the other hand, in 2021 and 2022, a major increase in searches reported was witnessed, a respective 
increase of 82% in 2022 compared to 2021, and 88% in 2021 compared to the previous year. 
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1.1 SEARCHES PER MEMBER STATE

Member States report two types of searches: 

Manually processed searches are defined as searches (queries) involving human intervention, 
e.g. searches by staff using radios, telephones, computer terminals and, document scanners and 
other forms of traditional searches where a user makes the decision to carry out a search. 

Automatically processed searches happen without any human intervention, e.g. searches 
carried out by automatic number plate recognition systems (ANPR) or other types of automated 
bulk searches. 

A breakdown of manual and automated searches is provided in the table in Figure 32.

Figure 3: Breakdown of 2022 SIS II searches per Member State3

2 Belgium, Croatia and the Netherlands reported a major increase in the use of ANPR systems. Norway reported that the increase in 
searches was due partially to the introduction of new systems that directly check SIS II: the new Advance Passenger Information system 
for extra-Schengen flights, and the new system for checking passengers and crew on ships. Slovakia reported that the increase in 
searches compared to last year is due to the Ukraine migration crisis.
3 Some Member States did not provide a breakdown of the different searches, only the total number. This implies that the total number 
of manual searches and total of automated searches for all Member States are only partial (and their sum does not equate to the total 
number of searches).
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Not all Member States provided a breakdown of searches. Estonia, Germany, and Switzerland did not 
provide this data.

The vast majority of Member States reported a substantial increase in searches in 2022 compared to 2021. 
The number of searches is getting back to the level which they used to be prior to the Covid-19 restrictions, 
with regular passenger traffic at borders resuming. Liechtenstein and Slovenia reported a slight decrease in 
the number of searches performed compared to 2021. 

The systematic use of ANPR systems by an increasing number of Member States is clearly visible, as it 
amounts to more than double of the automated searches reported. Automatic searches totalled 4 billion in 
2021, increasing to 8.3 billion in 2022.

It is complex to compare Member States when it comes to the use of SIS II, which depends on many factors, 
including the definition at national level of business processes and workflows. Furthermore, each Member 
State has its own crime level and different geographical situation that determines the number of border 
crossing points and the length of the external land borders. The map in Figure 4 shows SIS II searches per 
Member State per 1 million inhabitants4. 
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Figure 4

4 The population data is taken from 2022 public Eurostat data.
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/DEMO_PJAN__custom_1714071/bookmark/table?lang=en&bookmarkId=56caeb-
dd-1e8e-44f2-ae8f-89d198fed56a

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/DEMO_PJAN__custom_1714071/bookmark/table?lang=en&book
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/DEMO_PJAN__custom_1714071/bookmark/table?lang=en&book
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2. DATA STORED IN SIS II
On 31 December 2022, 86,461,806 alerts were stored in SIS II. The table in figure 5 provides a breakdown 
of alerts per Member States for the different data categories.

Figure 5: Data stored in SIS II on 31 December 2022

As per the new SIS legal base5, security alerts will be allowed only as for Article 36. Therefore, between 
March and November 2022, eu-LISA progressively deleted all historical security alerts stored in SIS II, which 
amounted to 6.5 million alerts at the beginning of 2022. By 31 December 2022, no security alerts were stored 
in the SIS II database.

The deletion campaign performed by eu-LISA, followed an ad-hoc controlled expiry. Once expired, those 
alerts were moved out logically from the central SIS II, and the alerts were eventually physically deleted on 
the following night with a re-occurring script. The process was fully transparent to the Member States. 

In SIS II two types of alerts are stored: alerts on persons and alerts on objects. 

Alerts on persons may be issued for the purpose of enforcing entry bans of third country nationals, 
search for arrest and surrender, search for missing or vulnerable persons (in particular children), search for 
whereabouts of persons important for criminal procedure (e.g. witnesses), and discreet and specific checks. 

Alerts on objects may be issued:

4 Regulation (EU) 2018/1861, Regulation (EU) 2018/1862, and Regulation (EU) 2018/1860

 
for discreet or specific checks, pursuant to Article 36 of the SIS II Decision on vehicles, boats, aircraft 
and containers;
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for the purpose of seizure or use as evidence in criminal proceedings, pursuant to Article 38 of the 
SIS II Decision6 on vehicles, boats, aircraft, trailers, caravans, industrial equipment, outboard engines, 
containers, firearms, blank documents, issued identity papers7, vehicle registration documents, and 
banknotes.

6 As mentioned above, security alerts stored in the past have been deleted.
7 Issued identity papers such as passports, identity cards, driving licences, residence permits and travel documents, which               
have been stolen, misappropriated, lost or invalidated.

Figure 6
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In line with the trend observed in the last years, by the end of 2022 alerts on persons represented 1% of 
the total amount of alerts stored in the data base. The biggest category was issued document, counting for 
almost 81% of the total alerts stored (see Figure 6). 
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In addition to the security alerts category, four other categories reduced their share in 2022 compared to 
2021, the biggest one being banknotes with a reduction of 15%. On the contrary, the other nine categories 
witnessed an increase in their share. 

By end of 2022, the total amount of data stored in SIS II decreased by 4% compared to 2021, mainly due to 
the deletion of the security alerts. 

A comparison with previous years is possible, taking into account certain events. Figure 7 shows the total 
number of alerts stored in SIS II over the last 7 years, 2016-2022. 
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Figure 7

Following a positive trend with annual increases in the database observed since eu-LISA took over the 
operational management of SIS II in 2013, a record level was reached by the end of 2020, with over 93 
million alerts stored in the data base. Following that, there were 2 years of a decrease due to the deletion 
of UK data in 2021, and the deletion of the security alerts in 2022. 
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In terms of data stored per Member State, the main contributors to the system remain the same as in 
previous years. By the end of 2022, Italy was still the Member State providing the majority of SIS II alerts, 
with over 21% of the total, closely followed by France (19%), Germany (13%) and Spain (9%). 

The table in Figure 8 provides the total amount of alerts stored by each country by the end of 2022. 

Despite the deletion of security alerts, compared to the end of 2021, 18 Member States – Austria, Belgium, 
Croatia, Czechia, Finland, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Latvia, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, 
Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Spain, and Sweden – saw a net increase in alerts stored in SIS II.

2.1 DATA PER MEMBER STATE

Figure 8: Total alerts per Member State on December 2022
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Figure 9
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It is complex to compare Member States when it comes to their use of the system and the amount of data 
stored. The latter depends on many factors, including the definition of business processes, workflow and 
national legislation. The map in Figure 9 shows SIS II alerts per Member State per 1 million inhabitants.
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2.2 ALERTS ON PERSONS

By end of 2022, the SIS II data base had 1,002,342 alerts on persons stored. 
Figure 10 provides a breakdown of alerts on persons according to the reason for creating them.

BREAKDOWN OF ALERTS PER CATEGORY
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Similar to the trend observed over the past few years, the majority of alerts (56%) were alerts issued 
pursuant to Article 248 of the SIS II Regulation (third country nationals to be refused entry or stay within 
the Schengen area).

Figure 10

8The increase of hits Article 24 was mainly due to the checks performed at the east borders in conjunction with the war in Ukraine. 
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3. HITS REPORTED IN 2022
In 2022, a total of 263,452 hits on foreign alerts were reported via the SIRENE Bureaux. A breakdown of 
hits, per the alert generating them, is presented in the table below (Figure 11). 

Hits on foreign alerts saw an increase of 18% compared to 2021. On the other hand, the number of hits is 
still 7% less than the record level reached in 2019 (pre-Covid levels).
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Figure 11

The share of hits per type of alert are stable, and in line with the trend seen in the past years. The majority 
of hits are triggered by alerts pursuant to Article 36 of the SIS II Decision, alerts on persons and objects for 
discreet or specific checks.
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CONCLUSION 
Figure 12 shows the trend of average of searches performed per day and hits generated per day since 
2014, when annual data had begun to be published by eu-LISA9.
 
The increase in use is clearly visible. The record number of searches in 2022 is due to passenger traffic 
getting back to pre-Covid level and also to the increased systematic use of ANPR systems by some 
Member States resulting in more than double the automated searches compared to 2021.
On the other hand, the number of hits on foreign alerts keeps growing, albeit at a different pace. 

In 2022, there were almost 35 million searches on average per day, performed by the relevant authorities all 
over Europe, and over 720 hits on average were processed by the SIRENE Bureaux on a daily basis. Those 
figures demostrate a clear achievement for police cooperation in the Schengen area. 

This is possible thanks to a robust and stable system that is used by the relevant authorities, demonstrating 
once again to be at the heart of a secure Schengen Area.
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Figure 12

9 Data for 2013 was also published but only from the entry into operation of SIS II, not for the full year..
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