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Introduction 

Statistical data on the work of the Eurodac Central System, including a breakdown by Member State1 is made 

publicly available on the annual basis since 2015, in accordance with Article 8(2) of Regulation (EU) No 603/20132  

of the European Parliament and of the Council (here after referred to as the “Eurodac Regulation”).  

This document provides statistics for the period from 01 January until 31 December 2019. All data is prepared 

by eu-LISA and extracted from the Eurodac Central System. Statistics on the work of Eurodac Central System 

in previous years` collections of statistics are available on the eu-LISA website3.  

In addition to the annual statistics, eu-LISA publishes the annual reports On the activities of the Eurodac Central 

System, including its technical functioning and security. The annual report provides insights on the main 

developments of the system as well as an overview of annual statistics in comparison with the previous years.  

  

                                                           
1 Under the term "Member States" the current document refers to the Member States of the EU and Associated Countries which were bound under Union law 
by Regulation (EU) No 603/2013 in 2019, if not further explained. Member States of the EU connected to Eurodac on 31 December 2019 were: Austria, Belgium, 
Bulgaria, Cyprus, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, 
the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden and the United Kingdom. Associated Countries connected to Eurodac were: 
Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland. 
2 Regulation (EU) No 603/2013 on the establishment of 'Eurodac' for the comparison of fingerprints for the effective application of Regulation (EU) No 604/2013 
establishing the criteria and mechanisms for determining the Member State responsible for examining an application for international protection lodged in one 
of the Member States by a third-country national or a stateless person and on requests for the comparison with Eurodac data by Member States' law 
enforcement authorities and Europol for law enforcement purposes, and amending Regulation (EU) No 1077/2011 establishing a European Agency for the 
operational management of large-scale IT systems in the area of freedom, security and justice (recast). OJ L 180, 29.6.2013 
3 https://www.eulisa.europa.eu/our-publications/reports 

https://www.eulisa.europa.eu/our-publications/reports
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1. Transmitted data sets  

Data sets in Eurodac represent sets of fingerprints transmitted to the Central System for storing and/or for 

search purposes. Not all data sets transmitted are stored by default, this depends on the purpose of the 

transmission (on the type of category). Member States successfully transmitted a total of 916,577 sets of 

fingerprints to the Eurodac Central System during 2019.  

The total figure comprises transmission of data in the five main categories:  

Eurodac Category 1 data sets are fingerprints of an applicant for international protection, 

aged 14 or older, who lodges an application in one of the Member States, as per Article 9(1) of 

Eurodac Regulation. The data is transmitted for search and for storage for 10 years.  

 

Eurodac Category 2 data refers to sets of fingerprints of a third country national or a stateless 

person, aged 14 or older, apprehended when irregularly crossing the external border of a 

Member State having come from a third country and not turned back, as per Article 14(1). The 

data is transmitted to Eurodac for storage for a period of 18 months. 

 

Eurodac Category 3 refers to sets of fingerprints of a third country national or a stateless 

person, aged 14 or older, found illegally present within a Member State territory, as per Article 

17(1). The data is transmitted for search only. 

 

Eurodac Categories 4 and 5 are sets of fingerprints sent by Member State law enforcement 

designated authorities (category 4) or Europol (category 5) for search for the purpose of the 

prevention, detection or investigation of terrorist offences or of other serious criminal 

offences, as per Articles 20(1) and 21(1). The data is transmitted for search only. 

 

Law enforcement searches in Categories 4 and 5 are performed by Member State law enforcement designated 

authorities and Europol and can be either Criminal Print-to-print Searches (CPS) when the full set of fingerprints 

is taken directly from the person, or Mark-to-print Searches (MPS) when the fingerprints sent are latent 

fingerprints. Europol relies on the Dutch connection and infrastructure in order to transmit data to Eurodac, in 

line with Article 19 of the Eurodac Regulation4 and upon agreement with the Dutch authorities. During the 

reporting period, Europol did not transmit any data.  

 

Graph 1: Data breakdown per category transmitted to Eurodac in 2019 by all Member States  

 

Source: eu-LISA. 

                                                           
4 Connection can only be achieved through the use of a Member States’ National Access Point (NAP).  
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Compared to 2018 the total transaction sent to Eurodac increased by 4%. A breakdown of transmitted data by 

category is reflected in Graph 1, and further statistics on data sets per category transmitted by each Member 

State is available in Annex – 1. Furthermore, the share of various categories in the overall number of transactions 

remained similar to 2018 (see Graph 2). 

 

Graph 2: Share of each category in the total number of transactions; comparison between 2019 and 2018  

 

Source: eu-LISA. 

During the past decade, the Eurodac Central System saw a peak record of traffic in 2015 with almost 2 million 

transactions (see Graph 3). 

 

Graph 3: Data traffic in the Eurodac Central System by year, 2010-2019 

 

Source: eu-LISA. 

Prior to 2015, the overall number of annual transactions had been steadily increasing. After 2015, data traffic 

volume started decreasing, falling below 1 million in 2018. Year 2019 saw a modest increase in the amount of 

total transactions for the first time since 2015, albeit still remaining under 1 million. 

 

2. Category 1 hits against Category 1 data sets  

When a Category 1 data set i.e. set of fingerprints of an applicant for international protection is sent to Eurodac, 

a search is automatically performed against all Category 1 data sets already stored into the system, in line with 

Article 9(3). Search that results in one or more hits, means that the fingerprints of that applicant are already 
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stored in Eurodac as Category 1 data set. Therefore such applicant has previously lodged one or more 

applications for international protection in one of the Member States in the last 10 years.  

When the search results in a local hit, the previous application was made in the same Member State; whereas 

when the search results in a foreign hit the previous application for international protection was made in another 

Member State.5  

 

Graph 4: Foreign Category 1 hits against Category 1 data sets by year, 2016-2019 

 

Source: eu-LISA. 

In total, 298,818 category 1 hits against category 1 were registered in 2019. Data on hits with a breakdown 

per Member State is available in Annex – 2. The annual number of foreign category 1 hits against category 1 has 

been decreasing since 2016 (see Graph 4).  

 

3. Category 1 hits against Category 2 data sets  

When a Category 1 data set i.e. set of fingerprints of an applicant for international protection is sent to Eurodac, 

a search is automatically performed also against all Category 2 data sets stored into the system, in line with 

Article 9(3). Search that results in one or more hits, means that the fingerprints of that applicant are already 

stored in Eurodac as Category 2. Therefore, such applicant was previously apprehended while irregularly 

crossing the European Union’s (EU) external borders in the last 18 months.  

This type of hits provide an indication of the routes taken by persons who irregularly cross the EU’s external 

borders and subsequently apply for international protection in the same or another Member State.  

If the search results in a local hit, the apprehension for irregularly crossing was made in the same Member State6 

where the person is lodging an application for international protection. On the other hand, if the search results 

in a foreign hit, the apprehension was registered by a different Member State than the one where the person 

lodged an application for international protection.  

A total of 90,884 Category 1 hits against Category 2 were registered in 2019. Breakdown of hits per Member 

State is available in the Annex – 3. The total amount of foreign Category 1 hits against Category 2 had been 

declining annually since 2016 (see Graph 5). 

 

 

 

                                                           
5 Member States technically have the option to exclude own searches. In such cases, when performing searches local hits will not be returned and will not be 
recorded in the statistics. 
6 Member States technically have the option to exclude own searches. In such cases, local hits will not be returned and will not be recorded in the statistics. 
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Graph 5: Foreign Category 1 hits against Category 2 data sets by year, 2016-2019 

 

Source: eu-LISA. 

 

4. Category 3 hits against Category 1 data sets  

Category 3 transaction is a search performed against all Category 1 data sets stored in Eurodac. Hits of those 

searches give an indication of the secondary movements of persons found illegally staying within the territory 

of a Member State, who had previously requested international protection in the same or another Member 

State in the last 10 years.  

Similar to the other categories, hits are registered as local if fingerprints belong to a person that first claimed 

international protection in the same Member State where the search was performed. Foreign hits are registered 

when the search was performed in a different Member State than the one where the application was lodged.7  

A total of 159,580 Category 3 hits against Category 1 were registered in 2019. Breakdown of hits per Member 

State is available in Annex – 4. 

 

5. Marked, unmarked, blocked and unblocked data sets8  

As soon as the international protection status is granted, the respective Category 1 data set is marked in 

accordance with provisions in article 18(1) of Eurodac Regulation. In case of a hit, the marking will allow Member 

States to be aware of the status of international protection already granted. Member States are requested to 

follow-up on the “marking” procedure to ensure that both Category 1 and Category 2 data sets linked to the 

marked data set are also marked (marked following the initiator). 

In 2019, 111,139 Category 1 data sets were marked as per Article 18(1) of the Eurodac Regulation following the 

granting of an international protection status to respective applicants. Subsequently to this first marking, 

62,884 linked Category 1 and/or Category 2 data sets were also marked by the relevant Member States (marking 

following the initiator). Breakdown of marked data sets per Member State is available in Table I of Annex – 5.  

As per article 18(3), 2,481 Category 1 data sets marked were unmarked as soon as the status of international 

protection was either revoked or ended, or the renewal was refused. In the same vein, the unmarking by the 

initiator produced the subsequent unmarking of 683 Category 1 and/or Category 2 data sets. Breakdown of 

unmarked data sets per Member State is available in Table II of Annex – 5. 

Once the granted status of international protection is older than 3 years, the data set will be blocked and will no 

                                                           
7 As per the provision in article 17 of Eurodac Regulation, Member States are not obliged to make use of this transaction. Therefore, not all Member States make 
systematic use of this functionality.   
8 Technically, it is not possible to retrieve the number of unblocked datasets.  
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longer be available for law enforcement searches, as per provision in article 18(2) of Eurodac Regulation.  

Since 01 January 2019, 243,520 data sets were blocked i.e. not available for law enforcement searches as per 

Article 18(2)9. Breakdown per Member State of data not available for law enforcement due to international 

protection status granted prior 01 January 201610 is available in Table III of Annex – 5.  

 

Graph 6: Blocked data sets by year, 2016-2019 

 

Source: eu-LISA. 

This functionality has been available since July 2015 as a result of the last Eurodac Recast. Since then, naturally 

the amount of data sets blocked is increasing every year (see Graph 6), as increasingly more data sets with 

granted international protection status are stored in the system.  

 

6. Rejected data sets  

In order to be accepted by the Eurodac Central System, the transactions sent should be of sufficient quality. 

Sent fingerprints that have insufficient quality, for example, due to errors, poor quality and/or sequence, are 

rejected by the system and thus do not serve for comparison. 

In 2019, 28,195 data sets were rejected by the Eurodac Central System due to insufficient quality. Breakdown 

of transaction rejections per Member State is available in Annex – 6.  

 

7. Category 1 hits against marked Category 1 and 2 data sets 
As mentioned above, as soon as an international protection status is granted, Member States have to mark all 

data sets linked to the initial record. The marked data sets still remain available in the system for comparison, 

and hence are subject to generating hits. 

                                                           
9 As per Article 18.2, a blocked dataset represents a marked record, which is no longer accessible to law enforcement searches as international protection was 
granted at least 3 years ago. As per the previous tables a marked record can be a Category 1 data following the granting of international protection and thus 
marked as initiator or Category 1 and/or Category 2 data which were linked to the dataset initially marked as thus marked following the initiator. The dataset 
blocked for law enforcement searches remains, on the other hand, accessible (not blocked) for asylum purposes. 
10 Data sets from the Associated Countries (Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland) and Denmark are not accessible for law enforcement as the law 
enforcement elements of the Eurodac Regulation do not yet apply to them. Those data sets are not counted in Table III as the table shall only consider data set 
from countries implementing the law enforcement element of Eurodac Regulation.  
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The hits generated against marked Category 1 records give an indication of secondary movements of persons 

who were granted international protection11, and subsequently re-apply for international protection in the same 

or another Member State.  

In 2019, 14,286 Category 1 hits against marked Category 1 data sets were registered, and further 1,140 

Category 1 hits against marked Category 2 data sets. Breakdown of Category 1 hits against marked data per 

Member State is available in Annex – 7.  

 

8. Category 3 hits against marked Category 1 data sets 
The marked Category 1 data sets remain available in the system also for comparison with Category 3 searches, 

and hence are subject to generating hits. 

The hits generated against marked Category 1 records by Category 3 searches indicate secondary movements 

of persons who were granted international protection, and subsequently found illegally staying within the 

territory of a Member State. 

In 2019, a total of 5,815 Category 3 hits against marked Category 1 data sets were registered. Breakdown by 

Member State is available in Annex – 8.  

 

9. Category 4 hits against Category 1 and 2 data sets 
Since July 2015, Member States` law enforcement authorities have a possibility to perform Category 4 searches 

in Eurodac under certain strict conditions. The searches are performed against Category 1 data set i.e. set of 

fingerprints of applicants for international protection which are not blocked, and against Category 2 data sets 

of person apprehended when irregularly crossing the external border.  

Such hits give an indication on persons searched by law enforcement who previously were recorded in Eurodac, 

either because they lodged a request for international protection12 in the last 10 years or because they were 

apprehended during an irregular crossing of the EU’s external borders in the last 18 months.  

In 2019, 155 Category 4 hits against Category 1 data sets were registered, and 14 Category 4 hits against 

Category 2 data sets. Breakdown per Member State is available in Annex – 9.  

 

-------------------------------- 

  

                                                           
11 Some may also be Category 2 data sets belonging to persons previously apprehended while irregularly crossing the EU’s external borders (prior to being 
granted an international protection status). 
12 Protection status not granted, as the data sets are not blocked.  
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Annexes 
1. Transmitted data sets in 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Member 

State

Category 

1 data

Category 

2 data

Category 

3 data

Category 

4 data

Category 

5 data
Total

AT 7,988 154 10,049 41 n.a. 18,232

BE 22,397 30,538 n.a. 52,935

BG 1,971 183 1,305 n.a. 3,459

CH 8,835 11,559 41 n.a. 20,435

CY 11,327 6,736 77 19 n.a. 18,159

CZ 1,654 1 3,067 n.a. 4,722

DE 117,369 1,247 42,007 259 n.a. 160,882

DK 2,369 2,899 n.a. 5,268

EE 69 548 n.a. 617

ES 85,705 28,147 477 1 n.a. 114,330

FI 3,465 1 248 2 n.a. 3,716

FR 121,076 789 15,120 35 n.a. 137,020

GR 58,000 57,126 30,738 n.a. 145,864

HR 1,109 1,632 18 n.a. 2,759

HU 279 148 1,845 46 n.a. 2,318

IE 7,240 1 n.a. 7,241

IS 677 8 108 n.a. 793

IT 42,124 11,436 21,512 n.a. 75,072

LI 33 n.a. 33

LT 369 9 140 n.a. 518

LU 1,654 4 2,276 n.a. 3,934

LV 142 1 9 n.a. 152

MT 3,535 3,501 33 n.a. 7,069

NL 23,694 294 10,905 40 n.a. 34,933

NO 1,932 64 6,494 n.a. 8,490

PL 2,268 57 1,354 2 n.a. 3,681

PT 1,576 113 n.a. 1,689

RO 2,240 32 559 4 n.a. 2,835

SE 17,457 27 1,318 n.a. 18,802

SI 3,566 3 6,852 n.a. 10,421

SK 221 5 1,930 n.a. 2,156

UK 40,350 155 7,537 n.a. 48,042

Europol n.a n.a. n.a. n.a. 0 0

Total 592,691 111,761 211,635 449 0 916,577

Member

State

Category 

4 CPS

Category 

4 MPS
Total

AT 35 6 41

CY 3 16 19

DE 163 96 259

ES 0 1 1

FI 2 0 2

FR 35 0 35

HU 0 46 46

NL 0 40 40

PL 0 2 2

RO 4 0 4

Total 242 207 449
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2. Category 1 hits against Category 1 data sets13 in 2019 
 

 

 

  

                                                           
13 Member States in the column on the left side have sent a certain amount of cases in 2019, which have produced hits against the Member States listed across the top. Local hits are produced when the two datasets generating the hit are from the same 
country. Number of local hits depends on Member State settings when performing a search on Eurodac. Member States may exclude own searches, which will result in local hits not being returned and not being recorded in the statistics. 
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3. Category 1 hits against Category 2 data sets 14 
 

 

  

                                                           
14 Member States in the column on the left side have sent a certain amount of cases in 2019, which have produced hits against the Member States listed across the top. Local hits are produced when the two datasets generating the hit are from the 
same country. Number of local hits depends on Member State settings when performing a search on Eurodac. Member States may exclude own searches, which will result in local hits not being returned and not recorded in the statistics. 
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4. Category 3 hits against Category 1 data sets15 in 2019 
 

 

 

                                                           
15 Member States in the column on the left side have sent a certain amount of cases in 2019, which have produced hits against the Member States listed across the top. Local hits are produced when the two datasets generating the hit are from the 
same country. Number of local hits depends on the Member State settings when performing a search on Eurodac. Member States may exclude own searches, which will result in local hits not being returned and not recorded in the statistics. 
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5. Marked, unmarked, blocked and unblocked data sets in 2019 
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6. Rejected data sets in 2019 
 

 

  

Member 

State

Data sets 

rejected

AT 127

BE 344

BG 19

CH 92

CY 521

CZ 28

DE 3,155

DK 38

EE 20

ES 9,153

FI 201

FR 6,624

GR 2,189

HR 103

HU 7

IE 237

IS 23

IT 1,353

LI 0

LT 15

LU 22

LV 11

MT 283

NL 652

NO 25

PL 65

PT 56

RO 21

SE 593

SI 10

SK 0

UK 2,208

Total 28,195
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7. Category 1 hits against marked data sets in 201916 

 

Table I: Category 1 hits against marked Category 1 data sets 

 

  

                                                           
16 Member States in the column on the left side a certain amount of category 1 searches in 2019, which have produced hits against the marked datasets of Member States listed across the top. Local hits are produced when the two datasets generating 
the hit are from the same country. 
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Table II: Category 1 hits against marked Category 2 data sets 
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8. Category 3 hits against marked Category 1 data sets in 201917  
 

 

 

 

                                                           
17 Member States in the column on the left side have sent a certain amount of Category 3 searches in 2019, which have produced hits against marked datasets (marked Category 1) of the Member States listed across the top. Local hits are produced 
when the two datasets generating the hit are from the same country. 
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9. Category 4 hits against Category 1 and 2 data sets in 2019 
 

 

 

 

Member 

State
AT1 BE1 BG1 CY1 DE1 ES1 FI1 FR1 GR1 HU1 IE1 IT1 LU1 MT1 NL1 PL1 SE1 SI1

Local 

hits

Foreign 

hits
Total

AT 33 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 33 5 38

CY 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1

DE 4 4 2 0 0 2 0 8 17 14 2 28 1 0 8 0 7 3 0 100 100

FI 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 2

FR 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 2 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 3 5

RO 4 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 9 9

Total 41 4 2 1 5 2 2 14 17 14 2 30 1 1 8 1 7 3 38 117 155

Member 

State
CY2 DE2 ES2 GR2 HR2 IT2 MT2

Local 

hits

Foreign 

hits
Total

AT 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1

CY 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 2

DE 0 0 7 1 1 1 0 0 10 10

FI 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

FR 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

RO 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 1

Total 2 1 7 1 1 1 1 2 12 14
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